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GREEN AUDIT

Date: ________ ________ ________

Ave monthly electric usage (past 12 mos.) (kWh ): 

________ ________ ________

Avee monthly natural gas usage (past 12 mos.) (mcf):
 
________ ________ ________

Ave monthly water usage (past 12 mos.) (gallons): 

________ ________ ________

Ave number of gallons of trash per week (past 12 months): 
________ ________ ________
For Each Heading below, we “need” a summary of current de facto policies
	Action
	Date Implemented
	Comments

	WASTE REDUCTION
	
	

	Recycle aluminum cans
	
	

	Recycle office paper
	
	

	Recycle glass
	
	

	Recycle plastic (PET)
	
	

	Recycle plastic (HDPE)
	
	

	Recycle newspaper
	
	

	Recycle cardboard
	
	

	Reuse envelopes
	
	

	Use both sides of a piece of paper for copying
	
	

	Use both sides of a piece of paper for printing
	
	

	In fax machine, reuse paper that had one-sided printing
	
	

	Use refillable pens vs. disposable pens
	
	

	Use of recycled-content :
	
	

	Office paper -
	
	% recycled content?  % pre/post consumer?  Chlorine-free?

	Composting coffee grounds

Food wastes, tea bags
	
	

	Putting up signs to remind people what is compostable
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Stationary –
	
	

	Envelopes without windows–
	
	

	Order of Service – ??
	
	

	Intercom -
	
	

	Use of toilet tissue with 100% recycled content
	
	

	Use of cloth or recycled-content, unbleached napkins and paper towels (folded & rolls) instead of virgin, bleached paper
	
	

	Reuse folders
	
	

	Elimination of disposable cups, plates,
	
	

	silverware, serving dishes
	
	

	Use of composting for yard waste and kitchen scraps
	
	

	Buy products in bulk:
	
	

	List products
	
	

	Plastic bags of recycled mat’l
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	ENERGY CONSERVATION
	
	

	Bike rack 
	
	

	Organize car pooling for meetings, etc
	
	

	Procedures in place for turning off electricity for:
	
	

	--Lights in an empty room
	
	

	--Computers
	
	

	--Fax machine
	
	

	--Copier
	
	

	--Printer
	
	

	--Coffee machines
	
	

	Install setback thermostats
	
	

	Complete a professional energy audit &  use IR for Leaks
	
	

	Determine optimum setpoints for Heat/Cool appliances
	
	

	Use compact florescent lighting
	
	

	Select environmentally-friendly energy service
	
	

	A/C balance/optimization
	
	

	Assess efficienty/ age all applicances; ROI of replacements?
	
	

	Graph energy usage over timeframes, determine max usage times, focus plan there
	
	

	Assess Temp Regulation in rooms for reoptimization
	
	

	Clear instructions for all setback thermostats?
	
	

	Procedures for closing fireplace/woodstove dampers?
	
	

	Refridgerator coils clean/ schedule for cleaning them?
	
	

	Refridgerator set points optimum?
	
	

	Electric Heaters left on?
	
	

	Kitchen Stove safety and efficiency?
	
	

	Windows closed and Latched?
	
	

	Window “education” needed?
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Building Insulation
	
	

	--meeting house
	
	

	--newer buildings
	
	

	-- storm windows
	
	

	-- insulated H20 pipes
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	WATER CONSERVATION
	
	

	Use of displacement devices in toilets
	
	

	Use of aerators on faucets
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Toxic Substance Reduction
	
	

	Use of phosphate-free, biodegradable:
	
	

	    Use unbleached coffee filters
	
	

	    Dishwashing detergent
	
	

	    Handwashing soaps
	
	

	    Cleaning agents
	
	

	Reduce/eliminate use of colored paper
	
	

	Use only nontoxic

Fertilizers /pesticides/herbicides for church grounds and plants
	
	

	Eliminate use of anti-bacterial soaps  (Rationale?)
	
	

	Recycling status: plastics, fluorescent lamps, papers
	
	

	Outgassing issues?
	
	

	-- carpet, flooring
	
	

	-- paints
	
	

	-- molds, mildew
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Religious Education
	
	

	Wisdom of Earth units
	
	

	Green Congregation units
	
	

	ARE units on Energy use, organic foods, simple living
	
	

	
	
	

	Worship
	
	

	Wisdom of Earth Services
	
	

	Eco-justice
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Environmental Education
	
	

	Create procedures for informing

congregation about:
	
	

	- “greening” progress
	
	

	- eco-lifestyle tips (eg, place weekly tips in Order of Service)
	
	

	- pending environmental legislation
	
	

	Implement environmental lecture series
	
	

	Set up bulletin board
	
	

	--list of invasive species for removal in home gardens
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Socially-Resonsible Investing
	
	

	Invest church funds in socially responsible financial venues
	
	

	Educate congregation on socially responsible financial venues
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Use of Organic Products
	
	

	Use fair trade, shade  grown /organic coffee
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Church Governance
	
	

	Add a statement of commitment to Environmentally sound decision making into the By-laws of the church
	
	

	Apply for CERES certification

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Community Communication
	
	

	Green Page on website
	
	

	Newsletter Reg. column
	
	

	Name Tag Stickers
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Landscaping:
	
	

	Removal of invasive plants
	
	

	Support Comm. programs
	
	

	Landscaping, e.g. fertilizer & weedkillers
	
	

	Mowing area 
	
	

	
	
	

	Food:
	
	

	Healthy Snacks
	
	

	Organic/ Sustainable purchases for community meals
	
	

	
	
	

	Fair Trade Coffee
	
	


Environmental Memberships Audit:

	LOCAL
	# Congregational Members

	Mass Audobon
	

	Sudbury Valley Trustees
	

	Trustees of Reservations
	

	New England Wildflower Society
	

	Sierra Club
	

	Appalachian Mountain Club
	

	Adirondack (ADK) Mtn Club
	

	Earth Decade Committee
	

	Manomet Center for Conservation

Sciences
	

	Ocean Conservancy
	

	
	

	
	

	National / International
	# Congregational Members

	National Audobon Society
	

	Defenders of Wildlife
	

	Friends of the Earth
	

	Greenpeace
	

	National Parks and Conservation Association
	

	National Resources Defense Council
	

	National Wildlife Federation
	

	Sierra Club
	

	The Nature Conservancy
	

	Water Environment Federation
	

	The Wilderness Society
	

	World Wildlife Fund
	

	Worldwatch Society
	

	
	

	Household Survey Items
	

	Use dump sticker or curbside?
	

	Paper or cloth napkins?
	

	Water conserving toilets? Yr installed?
	

	% meat eaten which is naturally raised?
	

	% grains and vegetables organic or local?
	

	Landscaping: removed invasive plants?  (provide list)
	

	Plant native species
	

	Furnace: annual efficiency check/ adjust
	

	Filters: replace annually on furnace / AC
	

	Install auto-setback thermostats
	

	Improve attic insulation to R12+
	

	What is the real ave mileage on your cars?  How old are they?  Do you plan to replace any with more fuel efficient ones?
	

	Do you hire landscapers who use powered leaf blowers?
	

	Do you own powerboat/ snowmobile/ jetskiis?
	

	Window glazing / Thermal blinds
	

	How many days/ week do you eat meat?
	

	Have you replaced most lights with compact fluorescents?
	


Useful links:
All the Mass Land Trusts listed in one place: 

http://www.ltanet.org/findlandtrust/alpha.tcl?state_id=massachusetts25 - statewide
National Land Trusts:

http://www.lta.org/resources/links/natl_sponsors.htm
Since Goals must include 4 principal areas, so should our audit.  
The 4 areas are: 1) Worship & Celebration, 
2) RE for all ages,
 3) activism and outreach for environmental justice,  and
 4) sustainable practices for individuals and congregation
